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Nominalizations, non-finite domains and syntactic theory 

 

 Practicalities 

My email address: elena.soare@univ-paris8.fr 

Website: https://sites.google.com/site/soarelena/seminaire-de-syntaxe-ens  

Forum: https://groups.google.com/group/syntaxe-avancee-nominalisations?hl=fr  

 

 Lineout 

 This lecture series aims at presenting recent developments in syntactic theory in 

generative grammar, and the relation between morphology and syntax, starting 

from N/V parallelisms, nominalizations, participles (non-finite domains), by 

reading fundamental texts in the literature (from Chomsky 1970 to Borer 2005, 

Alexiadou et al 2011…) 

 We will take stock of the fundamental notions introduced in syntax lectures 

(B09S1, B21 first semester) ; the lecture can be correlated with B15.  

 Preliminary readings: Chapters 2 and 13 from Introduction to Syntactic Analysis 

and Theory  by Koopman, Sportiche et Stabler (KSS). 

 Lecture readings: a list of fundamental and highly recommended readings (cf. 

References, 1 below – indicated as readings in the program table), and a list of 

recent papers to be presented in class by the students (cf References, 2). The titles 

marked with * are available in pdf. 

 

 Assessments and grades 

 The students will have to present a report or a research paper in class and give a 

written version of it. Cf. references and program below. 

 

 Provisional program 

 

Week # Topic Reading(s) 

1.  Is there a borderline between syntax and 

morphology? Words and their structure. 

Categorization. Nominalizations : definition, 

some data, theoretical questions. 

KSS, Ch 2, 13, Abney 

1987 Ch 1-2, Chomsky 

1970 

2.  Nominalizations and approaches to the lexicon-

syntax interface. 

Projectionism/ ‘constructionism’ and the 

division of labour problem. 

Borer 2005, II, Ch.1 

Marantz 1997 

Levin & Rappaport, 

2005, Ramchand 2008 

3.  Nominalizations and argument structure 1. Alexiadou et al 2004, 

Prt.4, Ch.1 

Grimshaw 1990, Ch. 1-

3 

4.  Nominalizations and argument structure 2. Grimshaw 1990, Ch. 1-

3 

Alexiadou 2001 Ch.5 

5.  Functional categories and Nominalizations. 

Aspect and Voice. 

Alexiadou 2001 Ch.2 

6.  Functional categories and Nominalizations. 

Chomsky 70 and the Distributed Morphology. 

Chomsky 1970, 

Marantz 1997 

7. 28.03 Functional categories and Nominalisations. Alexiadou 2001 

https://sites.google.com/site/soarelena/seminaire-de-syntaxe-ens
https://groups.google.com/group/syntaxe-avancee-nominalisations?hl=fr
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(Student presentations : 1,2). Alexiadou et al 2010; 

Haas et al 2008 

8. 4.04 Follow-up for Aspect (discussion on former 

presentations of papers). Functional categories 

and nominalizations. Finiteness – sentential 

nominalizations. Other « verbo-nominal » 

domains 

Ntelitheos, Doron & 

Reintges 

9. 11.04. Sentential nominalizations – continued. Student 

presentation: Borsley & Kornfilt 

Borsley & Kornfilt 

2000 

10. 2.05. Sentential nominalizations and subjects in 

nominalizations. Student presentation: Borsley 

& Kornfilt 

Milner 

Borsley & Kornfilt 

2000, Milner 1982 

11. 9.05. Sentential nominalizations – continued.  

« Agentive » nominalisations in the overall 

picture. Student presentation: Roy & Soare. 

 

Levin & Rappaport 

1994, Alexiadou 2001, 

Alexiadou & Schäfer 

2008, Roy & Soare 

2011 

12. 16.05. Back to formalisms: interactions between 

functional levels (Aspect and Voice, argument 

licensing). Internal and external derivation.  

Student presentation: Arabic masdar. 

Borer 2001, 2005, 

Marantz 2011 

13. 23.05. Deadjectival nominalizations: tropes and other 

possibilities. Student presentation: Arsenijevic 

2011 

(Student presentation: Sign language) 

Moltmann 2008, 

Villalba 2010, 

Arsenijevic 2011, Roy 

2010 

14. 30.05 Student presentations: Italian infinitives and 

reduplication. Nominalizations in Mauritian 

Creole. Russian? Conclusions. 

 

 

 References 1. Fundamental and/or complementary lecture readings 

1. Abney, S.P. 1987*. The english noun phrase in its sentential aspect . PhD dissertation, 

MIT. 

2. Alexiadou, A. 2001. Functional structure in nominals. Nominalization and ergativity. 

Amsterdam, John Benjamins.  

http://www.sudoc.fr/060156856 

 

3. Alexiadou, Artemis, Liliane Haegeman & Melita Stavrou. 2007. Noun phrase in the 

generative perspective  

4. Borer, Hagit. 2005  In name only. Oxford University Press. 

5. Chomsky, N. 1970*. Remarks on Nominalizations. Dans A. J. Roderick & P. S. 

Rosenbaum (éds.), 2. Readings in English transformational grammar   Waltham (MA), 

Ginn. 

6. Di Sciullo, A. & Williams, E. 1987. On the definition of word /. LI Monograph 14.  

7. Grimshaw, J. 1990. Argument structure. Cambridge, MA, The MIT Press. 

8. Lees, R. 1960. The grammar of English nominalizations . 

9. Levin & Rappaport, 2005. Argument realization. Cambridge, OUP. 

10. Koopman, H., Sportiche, D. & Stabler, E. to appear*. 

http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/stabler/isat.pdf . Ms, UCLA. Ch.1 and 13. 

http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=7713
http://www.sudoc.fr/060156856
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=240142
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=240142
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=201907
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=125674
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=33253
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=41531
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=127628
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=225833
http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/people/stabler/isat.pdf
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11. Marantz, A. 1997*. No Escape from Syntax. Don’t Try Morphological Analysis in the 

Privacy of Your Own Lexicon. U. Penn Working Papers in Linguistics, vol. 4,2. 

12. Marantz, A. to appear*. Phases and Words, ms, 

https://files.nyu.edu/ma988/public/Phase_in_Words_Final.pdf 

13. Marantz, A. Morphology Lectures, streaming video at 

https://files.nyu.edu/ma988/public/marantz_publications.html 

14. Ramchand, G.C. 2008. Verb Meaning and the Lexicon: A First Phase Syntax. Oxford, 

CUP.       

http://www.sudoc.fr/122583442 

 

 References 2. Papers for student presentations (non exhaustive) 

1. Alexiadou, A., Iordachioaia, G., Soare, E., 2010*, Number/Aspect Interactions in the 

Syntax of Nominalizations: A Distributed Morphology Approach, Journal of 

linguistics 

2. Alexiadou, A., Schäfer, F. 2008*. 

http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/faciliti/wpl/issues/wccfl27/papers/alexiadouetal.pdf . 

Cascadilla Proceedings. 

3. Borer, Hagit. 2003*. Exo-Skeletal vs. Endo-Skeletal Explanations: Syntactic 

Projections and the Lexicon. In 1. The nature of explanation in linguistic theory, John 

Moore & Maria Polinsky (eds.), CSLI Publications. 31–67.  

4. Borsley, Robert. D. and Jaklin Kornfilt. 2000. Mixed extended projections. In Robert. 

D. Borsley (ed.), The Nature and Function of Syntactic Categories, New York: 

Academic Press. 101–131. http://www.sudoc.fr/048317705  

5. Cornilescu, A. 2001*. Romanian nominalizations: Case and aspectual structure. 

Journal of linguistics 37:3, 467–501. 

6. Fabregas, Antonio (2009) A syntactic account of affix rivalry in Spanish 

nominalizations, lingbuzz/000928 

7. Fassi-Fehri, Abdelkader. 2005. 

http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic66274.files/Fassi.Fehri.05a.pdf   

In Documents & Reports 8. Rabat: Publications IERA. 

8. Ferret, K., Soare, E. & Villoing, F. 2010*. 

http://www.umr7023.cnrs.fr/sites/sfl/IMG/pdf/Resume_Ferretetal.26.10.09.pdf , Actes 

du CMLF. 

9. Folli, R. & Harley, H.  

http://www.umr7023.cnrs.fr/sites/sfl/IMG/pdf/abstract-temptypac-folli-harley.pdf  

10. Harley, H. 2009. Syntactic event structure and nominalizations. Quantification, 

definiteness and nominalization, ed by Anastasia Giannakidou and Monika Rathert, 

321-344. Oxford: Oxford University Press. http://www.sudoc.fr/132705559 

11. Huyghes, R. 2011*. (A)telicity and the mass/count distinction: the case of French 

Nominalizations. In Roy & Soare, (eds), Nominalizations. Revue Linguistique de 

Vincennes 40. http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325 

12. Knittel, M.L. 2011*. French Event Nominals and Number Inflection. In Roy & Soare, 

(eds), Nominalizations. Revue Linguistique de Vincennes 40. . 

http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325  

13. Kornfilt, J. & Whitman, J. à paraître*. 

http://ifla.uni-stuttgart.de/institut/mitarbeiter/florian/jenom/Jaklin-John-handout.pdf  

14. Lundquist, B. 2008. 

http://munin.uit.no/bitstream/handle/10037/1840/thesis.pdf?sequence=1 . PhD 

dissertation, CASTL, University of Tromsø. (chapters, contact me) 

https://files.nyu.edu/ma988/public/Phase_in_Words_Final.pdf
https://files.nyu.edu/ma988/public/marantz_publications.html
http://www.sudoc.fr/122583442
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=79400
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=79400
http://www.linguistics.ucla.edu/faciliti/wpl/issues/wccfl27/papers/alexiadouetal.pdf
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=195966
http://www.sudoc.fr/048317705
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=79400
http://ling.auf.net/lingbuzz/000928
http://ling.auf.net/lingbuzz/000928
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic66274.files/Fassi.Fehri.05a.pdf
http://www.umr7023.cnrs.fr/sites/sfl/IMG/pdf/Resume_Ferretetal.26.10.09.pdf
http://www.umr7023.cnrs.fr/sites/sfl/IMG/pdf/abstract-temptypac-folli-harley.pdf
http://www.sudoc.fr/132705559
http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325
http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325
http://ifla.uni-stuttgart.de/institut/mitarbeiter/florian/jenom/Jaklin-John-handout.pdf
http://munin.uit.no/bitstream/handle/10037/1840/thesis.pdf?sequence=1
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15. Martin, F. http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/45/69/50/PDF/martin-

nominalisations.pdf , Alexiadou & Rathert (eds). 

16. Miyagawa, S. 2011*.Nominalizations and argument structure. Evidence for the dual-

based analysis of ditransitive constructions in Japanese. Ms, MIT. 

http://web.mit.edu/miyagawa/www/pdfs/Miyagawa%20Nominalization%20Final.pdf  

17. Nanosyntax papers - http://nanosyntax.auf.net/output.html 

18. Ntelitheos, D. Various papers available on his website and chapters of his dissertation 

(contact me) - http://faculty.uaeu.ac.ae/dimitrios_n/html/publications.html 

19. Roeper, T. 2005. Nominalizations: How a Marginal Construction Reveals Primary 

Principles. Dans R. Lieber et P. Stekauer (eds.), Handbook of English Word 

Formation. Dordrecht, Kluwer. http://www.sudoc.fr/096651415 

20. Rouveret, A. 1994. Syntaxe du Gallois. Principes généraux et typologie. CNRS 

Editions. Ch.4. « Syntaxe du nom verbal » 

21. Roy, I. & Soare, E. à paraître*. L’enquêteur, le surveillant et le détenu. Les noms 

déverbaux de participants à l’événement, lectures événementielles et structure 

argumentale. To appear in Villoing, F. & Marin, R. Nouveaux aspects dans les 

nominalisations, Lexique – first view.                                            

http://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/60/61/88/PDF/roysoare_lexique.pdf  

22. Schäfer, F. 2011*. Naturally atomic –er nominalizations. In Roy & Soare, (eds), 

Nominalizations. Revue Linguistique de Vincennes 40. . 

http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325  

23. Zucchi, A. 1993. The language of propositions and events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/45/69/50/PDF/martin-nominalisations.pdf
http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/45/69/50/PDF/martin-nominalisations.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/miyagawa/www/pdfs/Miyagawa%20Nominalization%20Final.pdf
file:///D:/Documents%20and%20Settings/vanessa%20arbey/Local%20Settings/Temp/-%20http:/nanosyntax.auf.net/output.htm
http://faculty.uaeu.ac.ae/dimitrios_n/html/publications.html
http://www.sudoc.fr/096651415
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=60421
http://halshs.archives-ouvertes.fr/docs/00/60/61/88/PDF/roysoare_lexique.pdf
http://www.sudoc.fr/158920325
http://catalogue.bu.univ-paris8.fr/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=56425

